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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A conimunication system using packet switching for 
conducting packet communication between a server and a client through a switching ^paratus, 
wherein said switching apparatu s 

during relay of a packet to be transmitted from said server to said client, said switching 
a pparatus rewrites header infonnation of the packet in qu e stion to have the contents which are to 
be set when the packet ijct - qu e stion is sent from said switching apparatus and sends said packet to 
said client^ and 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request from said client until the end of 
transmission of apookot of an acknowledgement packet to b e transmitt e d fit)m said server to said 
client, said switching apparatus conducts a one-way splicing processing in the direction from the 
server in question to the client in question, oo well aa and successively oenduoting conducts 
retransmission control and flow control of communication in the direction from said client to said 
server. 

2. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said switching apparatus oomprioing comprises: 

a client side processing unit for accq)ting a connection from [[each]] said client to 
manage a connection with the client in qu e stion for transmitting and receiving a packet to and 
from the client, 

a server side processing imit for accessing [[each]] said server to manage a connection 
with the server in qu e stion for transmitting and receiving a packet to and from the server, 

means for, during relay of [[a]] ^ packet to be transmitted from said server to said 
client, rewriting ^ header information of said packet to send said packet rewritten to said client, 
and 

means for conducting one-way splicing in the direction from said server to the client m 
qu e stion, as well oa and successively conducting retransmission control and flow control for 
communication in the direction from said client to said client side processing unit and 
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communication in the direction from said server side processing unit to said server without cutting 
off an established connection. 

3. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim [[2,]] 1^ 
wherein said switching apparatus comprises: 

a client side processing unit for accepting a connection from said client to manage a 
connection with the client for transmitting and receiving a packet to and from the clients said client 
side processing unit including comprising: 

a client side terminating unit for controlling a connection with [[each]] said 
client to acc^t a connection and a request from [[each]] said client, and 

a client side updating unit for rewriting ttie header information of a packet to be 
transmitted from said server to said client to relay the rewritten packet, and 
a server side proces sing; unit for accessing said server to manage a connection with the 

server for transmitting and receiving a padcet to and from the server, said server side processing 

unit including comprising: 

a server side taminating unit for managing a connection with [[each]] said 
server to relay an instruction and data directed to [[each]] said server which are sent 
from said client side terminating unit, and 

a server side updating imit for accepting a packet to be transmitted from [[each]] 
said server to [[each]] said cUent to send the packet to said client side updating unit. 

4. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim 3, wherein 
tiie head^ information of said packet including comprises: 

a sequence number indicative of, in transmission data divided into individual packets, 
order of data in [[a]] gie packet in qu e stion , 

a data length of the packet in qu e stion^ and 

an Ack number indicative of a sequence number of data that a communication partner 
has already received. 
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5. (Currently Amaided) The commumcation system as set forth in claim 4, ^ 
the header information of said packet further inoludos comprises a Win value indicative of a 
remaining capacity of a reception buff^ that the communication partner is yet to receive. 

6. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim [[2]] 3, 

wh«:ein 

said client side terminating unit including comprises means for notifying said client 
side updating unit and said server side terminating unit of header information of a packet received 
from [[each]] said client to said cli e nt oide updating unit and said sorvor sido torminating u ak, and 

said server side updating unit including comprises means for notifying said server side 
terminating unit of header in&xmation of a packet to be transmitted from [[each]] said server to 
[[each]] said client to ooid oorvor oido torminating unit , 

said client side updating unit and said serv^ side terminating unit r e oording and 
reforring records and refers to said notified header information to properly rewrite header 
information of the packet. 

7. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim 6» wherein 

at a state where said one-way splicing processing is set, said client side terminating unit 
instructs said client side updating unit to conduct acknowledgment processing in response to a 
packet received from [[each]] said client, and 

said client side t^dating unit inoluding comprises means for receiving an instruction of 
said acknowledgement processing to generate and send a pack e t of an acknowledgment packet to 
the client in qu e stion , 

8. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim [[2]] 3, 
wherein said server side updating unit 

relays transmission of packets from a plurality of [[said]] servers directed to [[one]] 
said chent, and 
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inoludoo comprises means for removing, firom header infonnation of a paok e t atleast 
one of the packets to be relayed, a flag indicative of the end of transmission of the paok e t at 
individual s aid scrv ^ at least one of the packets at one of the plurality of servers. 

thereby relaying a packet transmitted by the switching of said plurality of servers to 
said client without cut-off of a coimection with said client. 

9. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim [[2]] 3, 
wherein said client side terminating unit and said server side terminating unit ineludiag comprise 
means for r^toring transmission data to be transmitted in individual divi s ional divided packets 
fi:om said client to said server to an original state prior to the division dividing the transmission 
data so as to selectively transmit each packet to the server. 

10. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim [[2]] 3, 
ftarther comprising an analysis unit for determining a corresponding server as a coimection 
destination to which [[each]] said client coimects, said analysis xmit including comprising: 

means for obtaining, Srom said client side terminating imit, information of a request 
sent by said client to [[each]] said server, 

means for determining [[a]] the corresponding server as a connection destination to 
which the client in qu e stion is to connect based on said request, and 

means for instructing said server side terminating unit to connect the client in queotion 
with said coirespondinp server detennined as a connection destination. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim 10, wherein 
said client side terminating unit and said server side terminating unit inoluding 

comprise means for restoring transmission data to be transmitted in individual divioional divided 
packets from said client to said server to an original state prior to th e division dividing the 
transmission data and then transmitting the restored packet to the server in question, and 

said analysis imit inoluding comprises means for determining said corresponding server 
as a connection destination based on said transmission data restored to the original state prior to 
th e division dividing the transmission data , 
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12. (Currently Amended) The conunimication system as set forth in claun 10, wherein 
said analysis unit including further comprises: 

means for sequentially classifying data acquisition requests yet to be processed which 
are issued by said client into groups according to corresponding servers as connection 
destinations, and 

means for instructing, based on each of said classified group basis groups, said server 
side terminating umi to set up a connection to a corresponding server and execute said data 
acquisition requests classified into the group in question groups . 

13. (Currently Amended) The communication system as set forth in claim 10, wherein 
said analysis unit including further comprises: 

means for sequentiaUy classifying data acquisition requests yet to be processed which 
are issued by said cH^t into groups according to corresponding servers as connection 
destinations, and 

means for instructing, based on each of said classified group booip proups. said server 
side tominating unit to set up a cormection to a corresponding serv^, execute said data acquisition 
requests classified into the group in quootion groups and cut off the connection with the 
corresponding server after die transmission of the acquisition request. 

14. (Currently Amended) A switching apparatus for relaying packet communication 
throu^ a commimication network between a plurality of servers and clients, wherein said 
cwitohing apparatus 

during relay of a packet to be transmitted from said serv e r to said client, one of the 
plurality of servers to one of the plurality of clients^ said switching apparatus rewrites header 
infonnation of the packet in question to have the contents which are to be set when the packet m 
qu e stion is sent from the switching apparatus and sends said packet to said client, and 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request fit>m said client until the end of 
transmission of a pQokot of an acknowledgement packet to be transmitted from said server to said 
client, said switching apparatus conducts one-way splicing processing in the direction frx>m the 
s^er in question to the client in question , as well as successively conducting conducts 
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retransmission control and flow control of communication in the direction firom said client to said 
server. 

15. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim 14, comprising: 

a client side processing xmit for accepting a connection from [[each]] said client to 
manage a connection with the client in quootion for transmitting and receiving a packet to and 
from the client, 

a server side processing unit for accessing [[each]] said server to manage a connection 
with the server in question for transmitting and receiving a packet to and from the server, 

means for, during relay of a packet to be transmitted from said server to said client, 
rewriting header information of said packet to send said packet rewritten to said client, and 

means for conducting one-way splicing in the direction from said server to the client m 
qu e stion, as well as successively conducting retransmission control and flow control for 
communication in the direction from said client to said client side processing imit and 
communication in the direction from said server side processing unit to said server without cutting 
off an established connection. 

16. (Currently Amended) The switching qsparatus as set forth in claim 15, 

wherein said client side processing unit including comprises: 

a client side terminating unit for managing a connection with each oaid olient of 
the plurality of clients to accept a connection and a request from e ach odd oliont 
therefix>m> and 

a client side updating unit for rewriting header information of a packet to be 
transmitted from said server to said client to relay the rewritten packet, and 
wherein said server side processing unit including comprises: 

a server side tenninating unit for managing a connection with each said se rver 
of the plurality of servers to relay an instruction and data directed to each said sefvep 
plurality of servers which are sent fix)m said client side terminating imit, and 
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a server side updating unit for accepting a packet to be transmitted fixjm each 
fioid aorvor of the t^luralitv of servers to each said cli e nt of the plurality of clients to 
send the packet to said client side updating unit. 

17. (Currently Amended) Tlie switching apparatus as set forth in claim 16. wherein 
the header information of said packet including comprises: 

a sequence number indicative of, in transmission data divided into individual packets, 
order of data in [[a]] the packet in qu e stion , 

a data length of the packet in question, and 

an Ack number indicative of a sequence number of data that a communication partner 
has ahready received. 



18. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim 17, wh^ein 
the header information of said packet further includeo comprises a Win value indicative of a 
remaining capacity of a reception buffer that the communication partner is yet to receive. 

19. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim [[15]] 16, 

wherein 

said client side terminating unit includ es comprises means for notifying said client side 
updating imit and said server side terminating unit of header information of a packet received from 
each said client to said client sido updating unit ond said oor%w oid e tBrminating m it, and 

said server side updating unit includ es comprises means for notifying said server side 
termmatinp unit of header information of a packet to be transmitted from [[each]] said server to 
[[each]] said client to said aor^^cr aide torminoting -Hfat, 

said client side updating unit and said server side terminating unit r e cording -md 
ref e rring record and refer to said notified header information to properly rewrite ttie header 
information of the packet. 

20. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim 19, wherein 
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at a state where said one-way splicing processing is set, said client side terminating unit 
instructs said client side updating unit to conduct acknowledgment processing in response to a 
packet received from [[each]] said client, and 

said client side updating unit including comprises means for accepting an instruction of 
said acknowledgement processing to generate and send a - padc e t - of an acknowledgement packet to 
the client in question . 

21 . (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim [[15]] 16 , 
wherein said server side updating unit 

relays transmission of packets from a plurality of said servers directed to [[one]] said 

client, and 

includoa comprises means for removing, from header information of a packet to be 
relayed, a flag indicative of the end of transmission of [[a]] tiie packet at individual add gorvor 
each of said plurality of the servers. 

thereby relaying a packet transmitted by the switching of said plurality of ^ servers to 
said client without cut*oiFof a connection with said client. 

22. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim [[IS]] 16. 
wherein said client side terminating unit and said server side terminating unit includ e comprise 
means for restoring transmission data to be transmitted in individual divi s ional divided packets 
from said client to said server to an original state prior to fli e division dividing the transmission 
data so as to selectively transmit each packet to the server. 

23. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim [[IS]} 16> 
further comprising an analysis unit for determining a corresponding server as a connection 
destination to [[each]] said client connects, wherein said analysis unit including comprises: 

means for obtaining, from said client side terminating unit^ infonnation of a request 
sent by said client to [[each]] said server, 

means for determining [[a]] the corresponding server as a connection destination to 
which the client in question is to connect based on said request, and 
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means for instructiiig said server side terminating unit to connect the client in quootion 
with said corresponding server determined as a connection destination. 

24. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim 23, wherein 

said client side terminating unit and said server side terminating unit inehide comprise 
means for restoring transmission data to be transmitted in individual divisional divided packets 
from said client to said server to an original state prior to the division dividing the transmission 
data and then transmitting the restored packet to the server in qu e stion , and 

said analysis xmit inoludos comprises means for determining said corresponding server 
as a connection destination based on said transmission data restored to the original state prior to 
(ho division dividing the transmission data. 

25. (Currently Amended) The switching apparatus as set forth in claim 23, wherein 
said analysis unit including comprises: 

means for sequentially classifying data acquisition requests yet to be processed which 
are issued by said client into groups according to corresponding servers as connection 
destinations^ and 

means for instructing, based on each said classified group basis groups, said server 
side tenninating unit to set up a connection to a corresponding server and execute said data 
acquisition requests classified into the group in question groups. 

26. (Currently Amended) A packet switching method of a switching apparatus for 
relaying packet communication through a communication network between a plurality of servers 
and clients, the method comprising th e otqpD of : 

during relay of a packet to be transmitted from said server to coid oK mt one of the 
nluralitv of servers to one of the plurality of clients, rewriting header information of the packet m 
qu e stion to have the contents which are to be set when the packet in qu e stion is sent Scorn the 
switching qjparatus and sending said packet to said client, and 

ficm the time of relay of a data acquisition request firom said client imtil the end of 
transmission of a pack e t of an acknowledgement packet to be transmitted Scorn said server to said 
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client, conducting one-way splicing processing in the direction fix)m the server in question to the 
client in question, as well as successively conducting retransmission control and flow control of 
communication in the direction from said client to said server. 

27. (Currently Amended) The packet switching method as set forth in claim 26> 
fiirther comprising th e st e ps of : 

managing a connection with [[each]] said client to accept a connection and a request 
from [[each]] said client, 

rewriting header information of a packet to be transmitted from said server to said 
client to relay the rewritten packet, and 

managing a connection with [[each]] said server to relay an instruction and data 
directed to [[each]] said serv^ which ore and sent from said client, 

wherein tiie header information of said packet includes comprises : 

a sequence number indicative of, in transmission data divided into individual 
packets, order of data in [[a]] die packet in qu e stion^ 

a data length in and below a transport layer of the packet in quootion ^ 

an Ack number indicative of a sequence number of data that a communication 
partner has already recdved, and 

a Win value indicative of a remaining capacity of a reception buffer that the 
communication partner is yet to receive. 

28. (Currently Amended) The packet switching method as set forth in claim 27, 
flirther comprising the ptopo of : 

relaying transmission of packets from a plurality of said servers directed to one of said 
eliefi^cUCTts, and 

removing, from header information of q pack e t at least one of the packets to be relayed, 
a flag indicative of the end of transmission of a paokot at individuol said oorvor the at least one of 
the packets at one of the pluralitv of said servers. 
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thereby relaying a packet transmitted by the switching of said plurality of the servers to 
said client without cut-off of a connection with said client. 

29. (Currently Amended) The packet switching method as set forth in claim 27» 
further comprising th e st e ps of restoring transmission data to be transmitted in individual 
divisional divided packets from said client to said server to an original state prior to th e division 
dividing t he transir xission data so as to selectively transmit eadi packet to the server. 

30. (Currently Amended) The packet switching method as set forth in claim 27, 
further comprising tho stops of : 

obtaining information of a request to be transmitted by said client to [[each]] said 

server, 

determining a corresponding server as a connection destination to which the client m 
qu e stion is to connect based on said request, and 

giving an instruction to connect the client in queotion with said corresponding server 
determined as a connection destination, 

thereby determining a corresponding serva as a coimection destination to which 
[[each]] said client is to coimect. 

31. (Currently Amended) The packet switching method as set forth in claim 30, 
further comprising th e steps of i 

sequentially classifying data acquisition requests yet to be processed which are issued 
by said client into groups according to corresponding servos as connection destinations, and 

giving an instruction, based on each of said classified group booio groups^ to set up a 
cormection to [[a]] each of the corresponding sctv^ servers and execute said data acquisition 
requests classified into the group in question groups . 

32. (Currently Amended) A switching program for relayirig packet coirmiuiiication 
through a communication network between a plurality of serv^ and clients by tho control of 
using a computer, the program comprising the fimctiong of : 
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during relay of a packet to be transmitted finom oaid oorvor to said olimt one of said 
servers to one of said clients, rewriting header infonnation of the packet in qu e stion to have the 
contents which are to be set when the packet in question is sent from said switching apparatus and 
sending said packet to said client, and 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request Srom said client xmtil the end of 
transmission of a packet of an acknowledgement packet to be transmitted from said server to said 
client, conducting one-way splicing processing in the direction from the server in question to the 
cUent in quoation , as well as successively conducting retransmission control and flow control of 
communication in the direction from said client to said server. 

33. (Currently Amended) The switching program as set forth in claim 32, further 
comprising th e functions of : 

managing a connection with [[each]] said client to accept a connection and a request 
from [[each]] said client, 

rewriting header infonnation of a packet to be transmitted from said server to said 
client to relay the rewritten packet, and 

managing a connectton with [[each]] said server to relay an instruction and data 
directed to [[each]] said server which are sent from said client, 

wherein the header information of said packet including comprises: 

a sequence number indicative of, in transmission data divided into individual 
packets, order of data in [[a]] die packet in question , 

a data length in and below a transport layer of the packet in question, 

an Ack number indicative of a sequence number of data that a communication 

partner has aheady received, and 

a Win value indicative of a remaining capacity of a reception buffer that the 

communication partner is yet to receive. 

34. (Currently Amended) The switching program as set forth in claim 33, frirther 
comprising th e fimotionfi of ; 
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relaying transmission of packets fix>m a plurality of said servers directed to one of said 
elimt clients, and 

removing, from header information of a packet to be relayed, a flag indicative of the 
end of transmission of [[a]] the packet at individual Goid serv er each of the pliualitv of said 
servers, 

thereby relaying a packet transmitted by the switching of said plurality of the servers to 
said etiffit one of the clients without cut-off of a connection with said ^ie»t one of the clients . 

35. (Currently Amended) The switching program as set forth in claim 33, further 
comprising tho funotiono of restoring transmission data to be transmitted in individual divisional 
divided packets from said client to said server to an original state prior to the division to dividing 
the transmission data so as to selectively transmit each packet to the server. 

36. (Currently Amended) The switching program as set forth in claim 33, further 
comprising tho functions of ; 

obtaining information of a request to be transmitted by said client to [[each]] said 

server, 

detennining a corresponding serv^ as a connection destination to which the client m 
qu e ction connects based on said request, and 

giving an instruction to connect the client in qu e stion with said server determined as a 
connection destination, 

ther^y detennining [[a]] the corresponding server as a connection destination to which 
[each] said climt is to connect. 

37. (Currently Amended) The switching program as set forth in claim 36, further 
comprising the functions of : 

sequentially classifying data acquisition requests yet to be processed which are issued 
by said client into groups according to corresponding servers as connection destinations, and 



15/25 



PACE 17/27 • RCVD AT 3/1/2008 12:14:03 PM [Eastern ^andard Vme} * eVR:U8PTO-EFXRF-2/13 * DN18:2738300 * C8tD: DicksteinShapiro • DURATION (mm-ss):0&-52 



03/01/2006 12:21:46 PM Cruz. Haydee DicKsteinShapiro Page 18 

Application No. 10/Q27.006 Docket No,: M1912.002S 

^ve giving an instruction^ based on each of said classified gfoup ba s i s groups^ to set up 
a connection to a correspondiag server and execute said data acquisition requests classified into 
the group in question groups . 

38. (Currently Amended) A switching program operating on a server in a 
communication system for conducting packet conununication between a server and a client 
through a switching apparatus by th e control of usinp a computer on the server, the program 
comprising tho function of, : 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request from said cUent by said switching 
apparatus until the end of transmission of a pack e t of an acknowledgement packet to be 
transmitted to said chent, transmitting said packet to the client in qu e stion by one-way splicing. 

39. (Currently Amended) A switching program operating on a client in a 
communication system for conducting packet communication between a server and a client 
through a switching apparatus by th e control of using a computer on the client, the program 
comprising tho function of> i 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request to said server by said switching 
apparatus until the end of transmission of a packet of an acknowledgement packet to be received 
from said server^ receiving said packet from the server in question by one-way splicing. 

40. (Currently Amended) A server in a communication system for conducting packet 
communication between a server and a client through a switching apparatus, wherein 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request from said client by said switching 
apparatus until the end of transmission of a pack e t of an acknowledgement packet to be 
transmitted to said client, said server transmits said packet to the client in qu e stion by one-way 
splicing. 

41. (Currently Amended) The server as set forth in claim 40, wherein to said client, 
said server transmits said packet with header information rewrittOT to have the contents to be set 
when the packet in quoction is transmitted from said switching apparatus. 
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42- (Currently Amended) The server as set forth in claim 41 , wherein the header 
information of said packet including comprises: 

a sequence number indicative of^ in transmission data divided into individual packets, 
order of data in [[a]] the packet in question , 

a data length of the packet in quootion, and 

an Ack number indicative of a sequence number of data that a commimication partner 
has abeady received. 

43. (Currently Amended) The server as set forth in claim 42, wherein the header 
information of said packet further includes comprises a Win value indicative of a remaining 
capacity of a reception buffer that the communication partner is y^ to receive. 

44. (Currently Amended) The server as set forth in claim 41, wherein 

said switching s^aratus relays transmission of packets from a plurality of [[said]] 
servers directed to one [[said]] client, and 

Scorn header information of a packet to be relayed, a flag is removed which is indicative 
of the end of transmission of [[a]] ^ packet at individual ooid oorvor each of the pluralitv of 
servers. 

thereby relaying a packet transmitted by the switching of said plurality of servers to 
said client without cut-off of a connection with said client. 

45. (CuiTCTtly Amended) The server as set forth in claim 41, wherein the transmission 
data to be transmitted in individual divioional divided packets fiom said client is restored to an 
original state prior to th e diviBionj . wherry each packet restored is received by a selected server. 

46. (Currently Amended) Theserver as set forth in claim 41, wherein 

a corresponding server as a connection destination to which [[e£K:h]] said client is to 
coimect is determined by said switching apparatus, 

information of a request to be transmitted by said chent to [[each]] said corresponding 
server is obtained by said switching apparatus, 
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a server as a connection destination to which the cUent in question is to connect is 
determined based on said request, and 

an instruction to connect the client in qu e stion with said corresponding server 
determined as a connection destination is given. 

47. (Currently Amended) The server as set forth in claim 46, wherein 

data acquisition requests yet to be processed which are issued by said client are 
sequentially classified into groups as set forth in corresponding servers as connection destinations, 
and 

based on each of said classified group bas is groups ^ an instruction is given to set up a 
connection to a corresponding server and execute said data acquisition requests classified into the 
proup in qu e stion groups , 

48. (Currently Amended) A client in a communication system for conduotinp which 
conducts packet communication between a server and a client through a switching apparatus, 
wherein 

from the time of relay of a data acquisition request to said server by said switching 
j^paratus until the end of transmission of a pack e t of an acknowledgement packet to be received 
from said server* said client receives said packet &om the server in question by one-way splicing. 

49. (Currently Amended) The client as s^ forth in claim 48» wherein said client 
receives from said server, said packet with header information rewritten to have the contents to be 
set when the packet in question is transmitted from said switching apparatus. 

50. (Currently Amended) The client as set forth in claim 49. wherein the header 
information of said packet inoluding comprises: 

a sequence number indicative of, in transmission data divided into individual packets, 
order of data in [[a]] tiie packet in qu es tion^ 

a data length of the packet in question , and 
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an Ack number indicative of a sequence number of data that a communication partner 
has already received. 

51. (Currently Amended) The client as set forth in claim 50. wherein the header 
infoimation of said packet further inoludos comprises a Win value indicative of a r^naining 
capacity of a reception buffer that the communication partner is yet to receive. 

52. (Currently Amended) The client as set forth in claim 49, wherein 

said switching apparatus relays transmission of packets from a plurality of [[said]] 
servers directed to one [[said]] client, and 

from header information of a packet to be relayed, a flag is removed which is indicative 
of the end of transmission of [[a]] ^ packet at individual s aid s e rver each of the pluralitv of 
servers. 

tfaoreby relaying a packet transmitted by the switching of said plurality of servers to 
said client without cut-off of a connection with said client. 

53. (Currently Amended) The cli^t as set forth in claim 49, wh^ein transmission 
data to be transmitted in individual divioionol divided packets from said client is restored to an 
original state prior to the division dividing the transmission data and each packet restored is 
transmitted to a selected server. 

54. (Currently Amended) The client as set forth in claim 49, wherein 

a corresponding server as a coimection destination to which [each] said client is to 
connect is d^rmined by said switching apparatus^ 

informatibn of a request to be transmitted by said client to [each] said server is 
obtained by said switching apparatus, 

[[a]] the corresponding server as a connection destination to which the client m 
qu e stion is to coimect is determined based on said request, and 

an instmction to connect the client in qu e stion with said corresponding server 
determined as a connection destination is given, 

19/25 
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55. (Currently Amended) The client as set forth in claim 54» wherein 

data acquisition requests yet to be processed which are issued by said client are 

sequentially classified into groups according to corresponding servers as connection destinations, 

and 

based on each of said classified group boais groups, an instruction is given to set up a 
connection to a corresponding server and execute said data acquisition requests classified into the 
group in question groups . 
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